[Growing waiting list for corneal transplantation].
New corneal storage techniques and legislative changes have transformed conditions for corneal grafting in Sweden. Since 1995, the Swedish Corneal Surgery Society has registered the number of grafts, the size of waiting lists for surgery as well as changes in the capacity of the banks. Since 1995 the number of procedures per year has declined while the waiting list has grown. The required number of procedures is 650 rather than the 448 performed in 1999. The decline is due to a lack of donor corneas, priority accorded to other surgery, efforts to adapt contact lenses to keratoconus, and further indications for excimer laser surgery. The four established corneal banks as well as two opening in 2001 will increase the number of grafts available for surgery.